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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . The text prior office actions are incorporated in this office action by reference. Applicant 
has filed an amendment/argument after an office action mailed on 6 April 2004. which has been 
entered. 

• Claim 1 has been amended. 

• No claim has been cancelled. 

• No claim has been added. 

• Claims 1-14 have been allowed. 

Examiner's Amendment 

2. An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or 
additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 

1 .312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee. 

3. Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview with 
attorney Steven Noll on 4 August 2004. 

The examiner under agreement by the attorney representing the applicant has amended 
independent claims 1 and 9. 

The claim in the application has been amended as follow: 

4. Claim 1 .An arrangement for generating a security imprint comprising: 

a security module containing a first program memory in which a first program is stored and a 
security module data processing unit connected to said first program memory and 
being programmed by said first program to calculate a multi-byte security code from 
existing system data and to be able to receive new system data to modify said existing 
system data; 

a separate data processing unit disposed externally of said security module and having a 
second program memory in which a second program is stored, said separate data 
processing unit being programmed by said second program to edit print data to compile 
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a print image that contains said security code as a security imprint and that embodies a 
monetary value for franking a mail item; 

said security module data processing unit being further programmed by said first program to, 
immediately upon receipt of said new system data, validate said new system data and 
determine whether said new system data are required for said security code and. only if 
so. to immediately begin recalculating a portion of said security code in a first routine 
and, in a second routine, to finish recalculating said security code for at least one 
security imprint, thereby producing a recalculated security code, and to initiate an 
accounting operation for said monetary value and to communicate the recalculated 
security code to said separate data processing unit; and 

said separate data processing unit, upon receiving said recalculated security code, compiling 
said print image containing said recalculated security code as a security imprint and 
embodying said monetary value. 

5. Claim 9. A method for generating a security imprint, comprising the steps of: 

providing a security module containing a security module data processing unit; 

presetting all system data required for calculating a security code and, onlv upon receipt of new 
system data requiring a re-calculation of the security code, in said security module data 
processing unit immediately validating said new system data and re-calculating said 
security code using said new system data , by immediatelv beginning re-calculatino a 
portion of said security code in a first routine, and a second routine, finishing re- 
calculating the security code to produce a re-calculated security code: 

also in said security module data processing unit^ calculating an ascending register value for a 
monetary value associated with said new system data; and 

communicating the re-calculated security code to a separate data processing unit external of 
said security module and, in said separate data processing unit, compiling a print 
image, including said security code as a security imprint and printing said print image. 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

6. Claims 1 -14 are allowed over the prior art of record. 
The following is an examiner's statement of reason for allowance: 

7. The closest prior art of record is U.S. Patent No. 4.858,138 to Paul C. Talmadge and U.S. 
Patent No. 4,649.266 to Alton B. Eckert provides for methods and system for calculating a 
validation security code and franking of an indicia containing such security code. Talmadge 
teaches the method and a system of how the security vault module and the host module are 
coupled to generate an encrypted validation number (security code) and fixed pattern of the 
indicia for franking on a document. Eckert teaches the well-known method and system of 
calculating the encrypted number code for authentication of postages. What is not thought is the 
pre-calculation of portion of the security code, which is substantially constant based on the 
constant data in the system and utilizing this pre-calculated data in the first routine to expedite the 
final calculation of the security code in the second routine. 

8. The closest foreign prior art of record is German Patent No. DE 19757652 to 
GUENTHER et al., and the NPL sited in the application, titled "Information Based Indicia Program 
Postal Security Device Specification," United States Postal Service, June 13, 1996. 

9. In regards to claims 1 and 9, the closest prior art of record when taken either individually 
or in combination with other prior art of record fails to teach or suggest the step of a pre- 
calculation of portion of the security code to be used in a first routine based on the consistency of 
system data and utilization of the pre-calculated portion to calculate a security code in a second 
routine that is used to create an indicia to be franked on a mail item. If the system data changes 
the first routine immediately pre-calculates a new portion for the security code based on the new 
system data. 

10. Claims 2-8 are dependent upon claim 1 and claims 10-14 are dependent upon claim 9. 
thus they all have the limitations of claims 1 and 9, therefore, they are allowable for that same 
reason stated above. 
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Conclusion 

1 1 . Any comments considered necessary by the applicant must be submitted no later than 
the payment of the issues fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the 
issue fee. Such submission should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 

12. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Kambiz Abdi whose telephone number is (703) 305-3364. The examiner 
can normally be reached on 9:30 AM to 5:00 PM. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone 
are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, James P. Trammell can be reached on (703) 305- 
9768. 

13. Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the Receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308-1 113. 

Any response to this action should be mailed to: 

Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
Washington D.C. 20231 

or faxed to: 

(703) 305-7687 [Official communications; including After Final communications labeled "Box AF"] 
(703) 746-7749 [Informal/Draft communications, labeled "PROPOSED" or "DRAFTT 
Hand delivered responses should be brought to: 

Crystal Park 5, 2451 Crystal Drive 

7th floor receptionist, Arlington, VA, 22202 

Abdi/K 

August 4, 2004 




